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Winner of the 2015 National Jewish Book Award for Children's LiteratureA young immigrant from
Nazi Germany recieves small acts of kindness while exploring New York City in this
heartwarming, timeless picture book, Oskar and the Eight Blessings.A refugee seeking
sanctuary from the horrors of Kristallnacht, Oskar arrives by ship in New York City with only a
photograph and an address for an aunt he has never met. It is both the seventh day of Hanukkah
and Christmas Eve, 1938. As Oskar walks the length of Manhattan, from the Battery to his new
home in the north of the city, he passes experiences the city's many holiday sights, and
encounters it various residents. Each offers Oskar a small act of kindness, welcoming him to the
city and helping him on his way to a new life in the new world.Richard and Tanya Simon's text
matched with Mark Siegel's elegant illustrations makes for a wonderfully heartfelt read.

From School Library JournalPreS-Gr 2—On the seventh day of Hanukkah in 1938, which also
happens to be Christmas Eve, a young refugee boy named Oskar arrives in New York City from
the horrors of Nazi Europe with only a photograph and an address to find an aunt he has never
meet. As Oskar walks the length of Manhattan, from the Battery to his aunt's home in the north
end of the city, he passes and encounters the city's many holiday sights and residents. Each
person he meets offers Oskar a small act of kindness, such as the newsstand man who gives
Oskar a Superman comic book. Each encounter is a reference to an event which took place in
the city in 1938. A constant for Oskar is remembering his father's last words, "Oskar, even in bad
times, people can be good. You have to look for the blessings." The majority of illustrations are
presented in variously sized panels that move the story along, with inserts of long panel
illustrations that serve as a glimpse of Oskar's experiences. VERDICT A wonderful,
heartwarming picture book for any library at any time of year.—Diane Olivo-Posner Los Angeles
Public LibraryReviewWinner of the 2015 National Jewish Book Award for Children's
Literature“Eloquently rendered in art and text. . . The descriptive prose has lyrical touches, while
vibrantly accented, softly-shaded illustrations incorporate varying perspectives and historical
details.” ―Booklist, starred review“A wonderful, heartwarming picture book for any library at any
time of year.” ―School Library Journal, starred review“Wonderfully original in every way.”
―Publishers Weekly, starred review“Siegel's paneled illustrations make anything seem
possible. . . They glow. People used to say that the streets of America were paved with gold, and
this book almost makes you believe it.” ―Kirkus ReviewsAbout the AuthorTanya Simon (with her
husband, Richard Simon) is a co-author of the children's novel Zora and Me, winner of a Coretta
Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent. She and her husband live in Westchester, New
York.Richard Simon and Tanya Simon are a husband-and-wife writing team. Richard is chair of
the language department at an independent school and is co-author of a successful off-



Broadway play. Tanya is co-author of the children's novel Zora and Me, winner of a Coretta Scott
King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent. They live in Westchester, New York. Oskar and the
Eight Blessings is their first picture book.Mark Siegel is the author and illustrator of award
winning picture books and graphic novels, including Long Night Moon, How to Read a Story,
Oskar and the Eight Blessings, Tiny Dancer, and the New York Times bestselling Five Worlds
series. He is also the founder of First Second books.Read more
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MJ, “Beautiful story of "finding the blessings" in life, he finds eight.... Just got my two copies of
“Oskar and the Eight Blessings,” co-authored by my friend, Tanya Simon and illustrated by Mark
Siegel. A beautiful book that tells a phenomenal story of a child who escaped the Holocaust ---
and is sent to New York CIty by his father to live with his aunt, whom he had never met. He has to
walk over 100 blocks to get to his aunt’s house before she lights the shamash on the 7th night of
Hanukkah.I love this book because it truly brings you into a blustery night in New York City in the
1930's. You feel the history and the importance of the events. He passes Eleanor Roosevelt on
the street, he passes Carnegie Hall where Count Basie is playing. But even more important than
these historical events, is his remembering to "look for the blessings," as his father told him. And,
he does find eight wonderful blessings of human kindness & compassion. It actually gave me
chills when he received one of these blessings, and I read, "His father was right. People can be
good."I love that they talk about the schamash --- especially considering what Oskar has been
through."The shamash serves as a lesson to educators and leaders everywhere. The shamash
is not a mitzvah candle. Yet, it is important because it is the instrument that enables all the other
candles to form a mitzvah. Each of us has the potential to be a shamash. We all have a
responsibility to become teachers and impact the lives of others. Just as the shamash is usually
placed above the other candles, a person who serves others, a teacher, becomes great
because he or she is using a set of superior skills to make others great too." Menachem
PosnerThis is a book for people of all ages. I can imagine reading it to 3 & 4 year olds,
elementary kids, teenagers while talking about the importance of the historical events. Adults
would love this book. There is also a touching afterward by co-author Richard Simon who tells
the story of his grandfather's being asked to leave New York City to be the new Rebbe in his
Lithuanian village. Three rabbis traveled from Lithuania to NYC to ask him. He politely declined.
They returned to Lithuania, 1938…There is also a beautifully detailed map of NYC that illustrates
Oskar’s footsteps from Ellis Island that night to 103rd Street.Simon also tells the story of why he
wrote the story and the humanism of Oskar in trying to find the good in people in a world which
where so much evil was being done. "Oskar has lost everything, but from his despair he
awakens to this frieedom: the choice to see the good in his new world...it is how we, as American
Jews, have made a place for ourselves beyond the shadow of darkness that tried to destroy us."
Wow.”

White Fang, “Even in bad times, people can be good. You have to look for the blessings.. "Oskar
and the Eight Blessings" is a wonderful children's Christmas and Hannukkah historical fiction
hardback book measuring 9 by 11 inches. The book has a beautiful full color pictorial cover and
matching dust jacket. The dust jacket will hook the attention of the reader as they stare at
Oskar's big hazel doe eyes and the expression on his face. Readers will want to find out why
Oskar has this expression and what he is doing in a city of giant skyscrapers. The colors used by



the illustrator on the cover/dust jacket and the individual page illustrations are mostly grays,
browns, and blacks. These colors help to convey the feeling of loneliness, coldness, and fear
that a brand new refugee to New York might experience. Each page is heavily illustrated with
limited amounts of texts - from a sentence or two to a brief paragraph.As one reads the book,
they sense the fear, despair and uneasiness in Oskar as he arrives in a strange and unknown
New York City in the year 1938. It is the seventh day of Hannukkah and it was also Christmas
Eve. As Oskar walks over a hundred blocks on Broadway to get to his aunt's house, he
encounters various persons who show kindness to him. Oskar remembered his father's last
words, "Oskar, even in bad times, people can be good. You have to look for the blessings."
Oskar experiences the goodness of men's hearts and not only looks for blessings but receives
various blessings on his way to his aunt's house.The book opens with some allusion to "The
Night of Broken Glass" or "Kristallnacht" with no explanantion. The non-Jewish reader
encounters two other words with no explanantion - "shamash" and "nigundl". At first, the reader
may think that the author should have explained these terms but at the conclusion of the story,
the reader finds background information and definitions of these terms. An interesting two page
spread of a map of 1938 Manhattan showing Oskar's trek of over a hundred cty blocks is also
included at the back of the book.I highly recommend this book for children and adults. Not only
does one get a new appreciation of immigrants and their feelings in a new world, but the true
spirit of Christmas and appreciation and awareness of blessings is also portrayed in this
wonderful book. Caution - do not allow the fact that this is a children's picture book deter you
from experiencing this awesome book -- older youth and even adults will enjoy the book. This
book is suitable for both Jewish and Christian families to read during the holidays.”

JECfromMC, “Enjoy Oskar's adventure and feel the good that is all around.. I will start off this
review by stating that I'm a former colleague of the author. It's a children's book, and to be
honest, I don't buy children's books anymore. I bought the book because, well, that's what
friends do. But I have to say, I would have enjoyed this book and given it the same rating no
matter who wrote it. Oskar's journey grows darker as it progresses, but only because of the
setting sun. The light in his heart increases as he goes along, crossing paths with historical
figures that should surely lead to discussion opportunities if you read the book to/with your child.
I had a tear in my eye on the last page, and anyone who knows me knows what a rare occasion
that is. The artist illustrated Oskar's cold and fatigue, and I enjoyed the details that were
included. I felt nearly as uplifted at the end of Oskar's journey as Oskar did.”

Mrs MJ Mount, “Brilliant. This was a really good story my grandkids loved it”

The book by Samantha Price has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 164 people have provided feedback.
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